
 

The General Assembly, in its COVID-19 legislation now being considered, has taken two 

separate approaches to providing this funding to local governments. The House would 

send $350 million to county governments and have them provide that money to 

municipalities if they saw fit. The Senate would provide $100 million to counties; would 

create a $50 million grant program with money to award to all local governments – 

municipal and county -- on a competitive basis; and would reserve $150 million to go to 

local governments should Congress act to allow the CARES Act funding to flow for 

revenue shortfalls. 

 

The House proposal provides no guarantee of any money for municipalities for COVID-

19 expenses. In fact, NCLM is already aware of county officials asking the question: “We 

don’t have to provide any money to municipalities, right?” 

 

North Carolina cities see this approach as completely failing to address the needs of the 

550 municipalities in North Carolina.  

 

Instead, cities favor an approach that would: 

 

Set aside $150 million for local revenue shortfalls, should the federal process allow 

for that, allocating it in the future to local governments on an even distribution basis 

if there is no federal change; and,  

 

Provide for an equal distribution of funding now: $75 million for municipalities and 

$75 million for counties. 

 

Municipalities employ front-line first responders who are helping keep North Carolinians 

safe, as well as workers providing essential services that are allowing residents to 

continue working and subsisting through this crisis.   

 

We urge that you consider this change to the COVID-19 legislation currently under 

consideration. 

 

We appreciate your dedication in this difficult time, and consideration of earlier requests 

by municipalities as they work to address the needs of their residents in the face of 

declining revenue streams and municipal workers attempting to safely provide for those 

needs.  

 

Please know that municipal officials recognize – and also are dealing with -- the 

difficulties of governing in a time when public interaction creates health concerns and 

policy prescriptions must come quickly. In that atmosphere, it is more important than 

ever to ensure that equitable approaches are taken. 

 

Please let us know if you have any questions of us or if we can help you in any way as 

you work to address this crisis. 

 

Regards,  



 
 

Paul Meyer 

Executive Director, NCLM 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 


